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True philanthropy! is not simply about giving money—it is about living out values such as
fairness, empathy, and responsibility. When aligned with international institutions like
the United Nations (UN)and the World Health Organization (WHO), philanthropy
becomes a force for global change. History teaches us that enormously wealthy Americans
such as Bill Gates,” Lady Gaga,® Andrew Carnegie,® and John D. Rockefeller, Sr.,” people
with deeply held beliefs, can shape generous action leading to the transformation of society.

Bill Gates, co-founder of Microsoft, has committed billions of dollars through the Bill
& Melinda Gates Foundation® to fight diseases, fund vaccines, and improve maternal and
child health. Working closely with WHO and UNICEF (the United Nations International
Children’s Emergency Fund), Gates’s charities support healthcare systems and empower
nurses, especially in low-income regions. His philanthropy reflects fairness and the belief
that everyone deserves equal access to life-saving care.

Lady Gaga, the internationally renowned singer-songwriter, promotes mental health
and emotional resilience for young people through her Born This Way Foundation.” Her
efforts align with WHQO’s focus on psychological well-being and she also works closely
with UN campaigns such as World Mental Health Day. Lady Gaga’s philanthropy
emphasizes kindness and empathy—values necessary to nursing and caregiving professions
worldwide—and reflects the Foundation’s core commitment to “being there,” as its official
website affirms, for those facing emotional and psychological challenges.

Andrew Carnegie, the nineteenth-century industrialist who was influenced by the
English philosopher Herbert Spencer,® believed that wealthy people had a moral duty to
help others improve themselves. Rather than offering direct charity, Carnegie funded over
2,500 local public libraries throughout the U.S. and supported concert halls, higher
education, and world peace. He envisioned a society uplifted by knowledge and
opportunity—ideals now reflected in the UN’s global education and development goals.
Spencer’s emphasis on individual effort helped shape Carnegie’s belief in enabling others

to grow through self-empowerment.



John D. Rockefeller, Sr., founder of Standard Oil,” established modern philanthropy
through the Rockefeller Foundation'? over a hundred years ago. His support for public
health—including campaigns against yellow fever'Y—laid the groundwork for WHO.
Rockefeller believed in combining science and charity to address long-term global
challenges.  His philanthropy helped develop medical organizations and train
professionals to serve many future generations.

All four of these public benefactors show that philanthropy goes beyond donating
money—it is a commitment to shaping a more just and compassionate world. They did
not act alone, but worked together with global organizations like the UN and WHO,
strengthening the impact of their personal values through collaboration with major charities.
They also believed in inspiring future generations by supporting education and encouraging
social responsibility.

Practiced with humility, philanthropy fosters a global culture of compassion,
cooperation, and strength. In our interconnected world, such leadership helps build
inclusive and sustainable futures. The legacy of such visionary philanthropists'?
continues to shape how we care, how we contribute, and how we imagine a more just and

humane global society.
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